9th grade terms 

Annotation – the act or process of adding critical commentary or explanatory notes in a text. An active reading strategy. 

Archetype - a detail, image, or character type that occurs frequently in literature and myth and is thought to appeal in a universal way to the unconscious and to evoke a response. 

Archetypal character- characters who embody a certain kind of universal human experience. 

Archetypal journey of the hero – The typical journey experienced by recognizable human types that often reoccurs throughout literature. 

Archetypal setting – A common type of archetype (occurring over and over again in literature). For example: The desert, which is associated with spiritual sterility and barrenness. 

Alliteration- the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words or within them, especially in accented syllables 

Assonance- the repetition of similar vowel sounds in stressed syllables or words; like alliteration, assonance may occur either initially or internally 

Apostrophe - a figure of speech in which a character or narrator directly addresses an abstract concept, an inanimate object, or a person who is not present 

Allusion - an indirect reference to a person, place, or thing- fictitious, historical, or actual Specifically: historical allusion, literary allusion, mythological allusion 

Anaphora- the repetition of the same word or group of words at the beginning of successive clauses; it helps to establish a strong rhythm and produces a powerful emotional effect 

Antithesis - opposition or contrast emphasized by parallel structure (e.g. “I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a desert state sweltering the heat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.”) 

Character - people or animals who take part in the action of a literary work. 

Antagonist - a character in a story or play that opposes the protagonist 

Protagonist - the central character or hero in a literary work 

Dynamic character - a character that changes in some way- usually for the better- during the course of a story 

Static character - a character that does not change during the course of a narrative 

Flat character - a character that has a single distinguishing trait and is not developed into a whole personality 

Round character - complex, fully rounded, three-dimensional personality 

Foil - a person or thing that highlights the traits of a character by contrast

Stock character - a character that is of little consequence to the dramatic situation and its ultimate resolution, but who nonetheless may serve to advance the plot, provide humor, or provide contrast with the main character 

Character’s motivation – a character’s inspiration or drive for experiencing his / her quest. 

Connotation - the emotional associations that surround a word as opposed to its denotation 

Consonance- the repetition of consonant sounds that are preceded by a different vowel 

Detail - facts revealed by the author or speaker, support the attitude or tone in a piece of poetry or prose 
Denotation - the literal meaning of a word- its “dictionary definition” that does not take into account any other emotions or ideas the reader may associate with it 

Dialect - variety of language spoken by a social group or spoken in a certain locality that differs from the standard speech in pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammatical form

Dialogue - a conversation carried on between two or more people in a literary work; dialogue can serve many purposes, including characterization, advancement of the plot, development of the theme(s), and creation of mood

Diction - the author’s choice of words and phrases; diction involves both connotation and denotation 

Epiphany - a moment of enlightenment in which the underlying truth or essential nature of something is suddenly revealed or made clear to a character 

Euphemism - the use of a work or phrase that is less direct, but that is also less distasteful or less offensive than another (e.g. “He is at rest” is a euphemism for “He is dead.”) 

Hyperbole - a figure of speech in which exaggeration or overstatement is used for special effect 

Idiom - an expression in a given language that cannot be understood from the literal meaning of the words in the expression; or, a regional speech or dialect 

Imagery - the details in a work of literature that appeal to the senses of a reader; lend the work vividness, and tend to arouse an emotional response in the reader 

Irony - the contrast between what appears to be and reality; see dramatic irony, situational irony, and verbal irony 

Juxtaposition- the act or an instance of placing two or more things side by side in order to create a contrast or emphasis

Meter- a regular pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in poetry 

Mood - the overall atmosphere or prevailing emotional aura of a literary work 

Motif-describes a patter or strand of imagery or symbolism in a work of literature 

Onomatopoeia- a word or words that imitate the sound of the thing spoken of; for example “zoom,” “whiz,” and “crash” 

Oxymoron - a phrase that combines two seemingly contradictory elements; for example, “living death,” “dear enemy,” and “wise fool” 

Paradox - a statement that appears to be self contradictory but nonetheless has valid meaning 

Parallelism- refers to a grammatical or structural similarity between sentences or parts of a sentence, involves an arrangement or words, phrases, sentences, and paragraphs so that elements of equal importance are equally developed and similarly phrased 

Pun - a play on words with similar sounds or on a single word with different meanings 

Rhetorical shift -a change or movement in a piece resulting from an epiphany, realization, or insight gained by the speaker, a character, or the reader 

Rhyme- the exact repetition of sounds in at least the last accented syllable of two or more words 

Theme - the underlying meaning of a literary work 

Tone - the author’s attitude, whether stated or implied, about his or her subject matter and toward the audience 

 Symbolism - an object, person, place, or action that has a meaning in itself but also stands for something larger than itself, such as a quality, an attitude, a belief, or a value 

