Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Cask of Amontillado” (pg. 1080)

1. Who is the “you” addressed in paragraph 1?

2. What are Fortunato’s crimes against Montresor?  Does it matter?

3. What is the quality of the revenge that Montresor seeks?

4. Consider the symbolism of the Carnival setting.

5. How does Montresor manipulate Fortunato?  What does his flattery of Fortunato suggest may be his real motive for killing him?

6. Consider the symbolic implications of the descent into the wine cellar.

7. Can you point to any evidence of humor in the story?

8. To what extent is the reader being asked to sympathize with Fortunato?

9. Has Montresor’s crime been entirely successful?

10.  Do you think Montresor should have killed Fortunato?  Why or why not? 

11.  What do you think Fortunato might have done to make Montresor want such a diabolical revenge?

12.  In your opinion, did Montresor have to kill Fortunato?  Is there any other way Montresor could have handled this situation?  Explain 

13.  Do you think Montresor's crime will ever be discovered?  Why or why not?

