Connotations
A Modest Proposal--Jonathan Swift 
A word’s denotation is its dictionary definition. Many words also have connotations, or suggested
meanings associated with the word. A word may have conflicting connotations. For example, the
word privilege can be associated with opportunity (positive). However, this word can also be
associated with exclusion and snobbery (negative). Some words, such as plate, do not evoke any
strong associations and are considered neutral.
On the line to the left of each Word to Own, write P if the word has a positive connotation, N if the
word has a negative connotation, and O if the word has a neutral connotation. On the lines
following the Word to Own, write one or two sentences explaining your choice(s). 

1. food______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. glutted______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. scrawny  ______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. fluffy______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. look______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. flowery______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. bombarded______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. morbid______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. laughter______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. door______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

