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A Raisin in the Sun – Act I, Scene I Study Guide

1. Why did Walter ask Ruth what was wrong with her? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why was Ruth upset when Walter gave Travis the money? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who are Willy and Bobo? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Walter said, "Damn my eggs . . . damn all the eggs that ever was!" Why? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Who is Beneatha?  Describe her. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Think about Beneatha’s name. What does it suggest and why? How might her gender affect her name? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why was Mama getting a check for $10,000?  Why is this important to the story? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why did Beneatha say she wouldn't marry George and what does it tell us? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What was Beneatha's attitude towards God? Why does this cause conflict between Beneatha and Mama? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What happened to Ruth at the end of Act I Scene I? What is it from the text that tells you this? Make a prediction about what you think will happen next based on this. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
