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Searching for the Real
KING ARTHUR

p. 904
Anecdotal Evidence: (from writer’s observation) relies on stories or assertions that appeals to the listener’s common sense.  Anecdotal evidence is by its nature not verifiable, so it may be weak-although it may also exert a strong pull on an audience.  It’s a generalization based on unscientific observation and is considered unreliable. 
Empirical Evidence: includes facts and data. It’s based on scientifically observed data

Logical Evidence: appeals to reason and can be evaluated on the strength of its parts. It’s based on reasonable conclusions. *Reason: a sufficient ground of explanation or of logical defense; especially something (as a principle or law) that supports a conclusion or explains a fact.
From Who Was King Arthur?  pp.905-906                           –Paul Aron
	Sources

List the writings and documents that Aron mentions.
	Evidence
Identify evidence about Arthur’s identity.
	Analysis

Is the evidence accurate? Use the author’s comments to explain

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


What shifts in perspective occur within the arguments Aron cites?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
from ARTHUR: THE ONCE AND FUTURE KING p. 907     -Michael Wood
What conclusion can you draw about Nennius’s work based on the comments in these two articles? Cite evidence to support your answer.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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From KING ARTHUR: The Truth Behind the Legend p. 909-911         -Rodney Castleden
What logical connections can you make between the various facts and fictions about Arthur and his time?  Cite specific evidence to support your ideas.
	
	Connection
	Evidence

	Fact or Fiction
	
	

	Fact or Fiction
	
	

	Fact or Fiction
	
	Welsh Annuals


According to these three texts, how clear is our picture of the real King Arthur? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Can historians confidently say that King Arthur was the leader of the Britons at one time?  Why or why not?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Based on the information in the texts, where do you think the Battle of Badon most likely took place? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What evidence does Castleden cite in favor of Bath? 

Identify each form of evidence as anecdotal, empirical or logical.

	Empirical
	None

	
	

	
	

	
	


Wood and Castleden present opposing views on the location of the Battle of Badon.  What evidence does each author present to support this conclusion?  How convincing is each author’s evidence?

	Location of the Battle of Badon

	Wood
	

	Castleden
	


Castleden structures his essay by proposing several sites other than Bath for the Battle of Badon and then discrediting each.  What can you infer about the reason he uses this organizational structure?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
