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            Our First Step…

TOPIC PROPOSAL and Brainstorming
Brainstorming….
(Look at the list of “Possible Topics.”  Choose three that interest you.  List them below.  What is it about each topic that interests you?  What would you like to know about this topic?  Answer these questions for each of them.)
	Topic:
	Topic:
	Topic:



	What interests me about this topic?


	What interests me about this topic?
	What interests me about this topic?




Now choose the ONE topic that interests you the most.  Explore this issue using the concept map on the next page.  Write the issue in the center circle.  Then write any ideas, causes, effects, current events, history, pros, cons, personal experiences, books, movies, people, places, categories of the issue, anything that comes to mind about your issue.  Write these ideas in the outer circles.  Now, come up with a specific question (or “wondering”) for each of your ideas.  “How” or “Why” are good questions.  Write the question in the lined box.
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Arriving at your very own  “RESEARCH QUESTION”
What is a research question?

· A research questions focuses the topic for the research. A research question should be clear, concise and arguable.

· A tightly focused research question creates a path through researching.  When research questions are specific, the student can write an arguable research paper rather than a report of information. 

Evaluate the research question:

· Is the question clear?  With so many research resources available, the question must be as clear as possible in order to be effective in directing the researcher.

· Is the question focused?  This can be the most difficult for the researcher. Questions should be specific enough to be well-covered.

· Is the question complex? Research questions should not be answerable with a simple “yes” or “no” or by easily-found facts.  They should, instead, require both research and analysis on the part of the writer. 

Hypothesize: After developing a solid research question, the researcher should think about the next steps in the process. Where do you think you’ll find credible sources?  What argument are you hoping to make? 

Examples of focused, complex, and clear research questions:

Topic: Social networks            

Clear research question: How are online users experiencing or addressing privacy issues on such social networking sites as Facebook?
 

Topic: Global warming

Focused research question: How is glacial melting affecting penguins in Antarctica?
 

Topic: Diabetes in the US

Arguable research question: What are common traits of those suffering from diabetes in America, and how can these commonalities be used to aid the medical community in prevention of the disease?
 
Bad Research Questions!
Poor research questions are generally lower level questions.  Questions that begin with who, when, and where generally can be answered quickly and with little information.   When developing research questions, stay away from these types of questions because once they are answered, your research stops there.
Now pick one of your “wonder” questions from the concept map to work with.
*You need to make sure your question is something worth arguing about or exploring.

Ask yourself:
So what?

Who cares?

What do I think about it?

Why do I feel this way?                                                                                                                                                         4
Final Topic Proposal:

Topic: (what am I writing about?) __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Position: (what am I trying to say about my topic?) __________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Purpose: (why am I writing about this topic?) __________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Audience: (why should my reader(s) be interested in my idea?) __________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What knowledge do I have that makes me the right person to write about this topic? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
My RESEARCH QUESTION IS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Remember your research question is not your thesis statement.  You are not making your argument yet.  You want to have a question to guide your research.  Then, see where it takes you.)

Once I have conferenced with you about your research question, I will sign below. When you have obtained my signature, you know you have a mature, interesting, researchable question.

_____________________________

Teacher’s Signature

